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The aim of this course is to raise communication skills. actively participate in the class. and
gain int ernational awareness. You will learn through experiencing a collaborative project with
international and Japanese students under the same goal. We will communicate in Japanese. but you
are allowed to use English if necessary in order to overco me the language barrier
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The goals of this course are as follows

1 . to enhance your intercultural communication skills and deepen your intercultural understatmg

2. to make a presentation through cooperating with group members from various backgrounds

3 . to gain the skills needed to analyze exhibitions from various perspectives, and express ideas in your
own words
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This course is based on a project. You will work indi¥-idually and in groups, and share the outcome in
the class through a presentation. You will receive feedback from classmates and the instructor, and
make the presentation with your group members in order to successfully complete the project
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5 . 1. Watch several Japanese movies from 1950’s through 2000’s.

B AR 2. Discuss the form, content, and/or interpretation of the movies.
3 . Explain those aspects of Japanese culture and social system that are required to
understand the movies.
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22 D F 3 E R 1 . Learn the basic knowledge of Japanese culture and social system that

international students have to know in order to understand Japanese movies.

2 . Learn those parts of Japanese culture Il d social system that international
students have trouble in Imderstanding and learn how to explain them to int
ernationa | students.
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Students are requried to research those aspects of Japanese culture and social
system that are relevant to the Japanese movies before watching the movies in
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As more and more people from other countries settle in Japan, our chances of interacting with people who speak
different languages or are from different culturer, in our local communities, at school, and in business, are
increasing. Needless to say, we are living in an age in which diversity is rapidly spreading within society , whether it
be gender, age, disabilities, the existence of caring and nursing responsibilities, or type of employment (permanent
or temporary) . Dfining “multiculturalism ” as “diversity”,-we will attempt to integrate our own diverse identities (at
the micro level) , as well as reconcile differences both between individuals and between societies (at the macro
level), in order to become productive individualsm, family members, and members of society in a multicultural
symbiotic society where there are no easy answesr

) Z LI AL S OF =LA DR YT 12OV T O BRI H7 2 2 5
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1) Acquire basic knowledge of key topics in understanding the multicultural symbiotic society

2) Internalize the above knowledge as a part of your own experience through class activities.

3) Be able to engage in thought experiments where you view matters from different perspectives and alter your
position.

(4) Be able to promote metacognition and verbalize how your emotions change as you participate in class activities.
(5) Develope your coordination skills, your empathy skills, and an attitude of tolerance with regard to those who are
different from you.
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{Procedure of the class>
Imagine that the class is held in some unnamed location in Asia among participants whose common language is Japanese. The class will
proceed as follows. The idea is not to learnable out each topic, but to make each topic a theme of our activities.
Presentation of the task by the instructor (briefing) — Class activities in pairs or in groups (activities) — Reflect on how the activity
has changed you and write it down
(monitoring ) — Submit your comments by e-mail — Share your comments with others — Feedback from the instructor
SR LHERE T 7E>
(1) BAANMTAY 22T —vay (s TADL—)L)
2) BEAEN AV T —a v (BRI TAD L — L)
) TATVTATA
(4) fEAEEH
) HLEFELLCOERE
) B HER LRV
(1) (8) 9) BfES M (HIETFELFR)
(10) 7E A w&E A
(11) g7 (BeRESEH L)
(12) V=& — (G5 18)
(13) 7% %
(14) 747 AR — ({§E)
(15) FA7EAN— (3E%)
{Class contents and progress schedule>
(1) Orientation for Japanese students (rules of the multicultural class )
(2) Orientation for Foreign students (rules of the multicultural class )
(3) Identity
(4) The individual and society
(5) Language as lingua franca
(6) Refugees and eligibikity for resident status
(7) (8) (9) Gateway Collaborative project
(10) Korean residents in Japan
(11) Labor (technical trainees )
(12) Gender (domestic labor)
(13) Religion
(14) Life history (attentive listening)
(15) Life history (final presentation)
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Participation 30%. submissi on of weekly comme nts 30%. participation in class discussions etc. 10%. final essay 30%.
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30 minutes tol hour to submit weekly comment sheet by email. 5-6 hours colla borative group work outside the
class for (7) (8) (9). 3 hours interview with the partner for (14) (15)
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Students are required to participate in a joint getaway ( November 3-4) together with students from national
universities in North Tohoku or together with children of fore ig n background (January ) at the Iwate. Youth
Friendship Center (participation fee is about 2500Yen ) . Students from all departments and grade levels are
wellcome. While English or Chinese might be used on occasion, this is not a language class. You are encouraged
to self-disclose to some extent, but this is not mandatory. Diligent students can develop communication skills that
will be useful in their future job—hunting and social life
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This course aims to enhance understanding of Japanese society and culture as well as other cultures through
discussion. Students ,will read essays about Japanese values. behavior actions and way of communication written
in English. Based on the reading, the students. who have various backgrounds, will have discussions in’Yasashii—
nihongo” (easy Japanese )
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Both
- To develop students’ understanding of values, behavior action and way of communication in Japanese society and
culture
— To enhance their understanding of other cultures through discussion
—To be able to collaborate w-ith those who have different cultural and linguistic backgrounds
[Domestic students ]
- To understand what ’Yasashii—nihongo’ (easy Jap anese) is
- To be able to communicate w-ith international students in’Yasashii-nihongo” (easy Japanese)
[International students]
— To understand key points when listening to a presentation on a certam topic
— To be able to explain themes by using examples
- To be able to have a discussion on a certain topic using 'Yasashii-nihongo” (easy Japanese )
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Week 1 : Self-introduction.orientation

Week2 : What is “different cultur e”?/ What is 'Yasashii-nihongo” (easy Japanese) ?
Week 3 : Discussion @D (Facilitator : inst ructor)

Week 4 : Discussi on @ (Facilitator : Student group)

Week 5 : Discussion @) (Facilitator : Student group)

Week 6 : Discussion @ (Facilitator : Student group)

Week 7 - Discussion ® ( Facilitat or : Student group)

Week 8 : Discussion ® ! F acilitat or : Student group)

Week 9 : Explanation of presentation /Preparati on for presentations

Week10 : Preparation for presentations

Weekl1 : Preparati on for presentations

Week12 : Preparati on for presentations

Week13 : Presentations : D@

Week14 : Presentations @@

Week15 : Presentauons & / Sum-up

*Students willl choose a topic from the textbook “The Japanese Mind” from week 4 to week 8 and find a topic for
the final presentation by themselves from Week13 to Week14.
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BINREEEAO% ( T4 Ady Y Tal ORI NEWRLET)T 4 ANyiar D77 V7 —vay- FLE v
T—var 30%. ik #ELHR—R30%
Active participation 40%, discussion and presentation 30%, final report 30%

ERERIUSEE

The Japanese mind : understanding contemporary Japanese culture Roger J. Dav-ies & Osamu Ikeno TUTTLE
Publislling 2002
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TN—TTF AZT viay RTVY v F—Iar O THLE B3HY £7,

Students are required to discuss and prepare for a presentation outside of the class.

T DAt

FAL K H ARGER AR L L 4 OFALOEBEIERE-CT,
This course is an intercultural co—learning class with level 4 students of Tohoku University Japanese Program
Email: k.shimasaki@m.tohoku.ac.jp  TEL: (022)795-3749
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Understanding Japan through Japanese Culture
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This course aims to explore aspects of Japanese traditional culture to enhance the
students’understanding of the origin of modern Japanese society and the perspectives of the
Japanese people. This course is conducted in English and targets both international and Japanese
students. For inte rnational students , it will provide opportunities to develop their understanding of
Japanese culture and to experience it. For Japanese students, it will provide opportunities to re—
discover Japanese culture

1. Students will gain fundamental knowledge of Japanese traditional culture.
2 . Students will demonstrate an understanding of Japanese traditional culture
3 . Students will effectively engage in interpersonal communication, and exchange opinions and

information

RFENE - FIEEEE T E

This course consists of three parts : (1 ) lect ures, (2) experience in and demonstrations of traditional
Japanese culture, and (3) reflection. Professionals from each area are invited to offer lectures on
traditional culture. This course also provides students with opportunities to experience Japanese
culture inside and outside the classroom

1) Introduction

2) Shodo (F5H)/ Calligraphy

3) Shinto (f#3&)/ Japan’ s indigenous religion

4) Kimono (3#))/ Trad itional clothing

5) Nihonbuyo (H A%%##) / Japanese Classic Dancmg

6) Noh (FE2%) Japanese theatrical arts

7) Noh (BE3%8)/ Japanese theatrical arts

8) Chado (3%518)/ Tea ceremony

9) Chado (3%1#)/ Tea ceremony

10) Wadaiko (Fn K3%) / T raditional Japanese drum

11) Preparation for group presentation

12) Presentation

13) Presentatlon

14) P resentatlon

15) Class wrap—up

[IMPORTANT]

MANDATORY attendance at the first class meeting (October 2nd) This course CANNOT accept
students who join from the second week Field trips will be scheduled on weekends

3% Topics are subject to change depending on conditions. T he latest syllabus and schedule will be
updated in late August Please check the online syllabus BEFORE you enroll in this course

PR R Al 7 ¥

Students will be assessed and graded based on the following Attendance and active participation 30%
Group presentation 20%

Home work 20% Final rep ort 30%

Two (2) late arrivals (more than 20 minutes late) or early leaves equal one (1) absence

HPERIUSEE

AR RS

Group work

DAt

References (handouts ~ are provided. when needed. You must attend the first class session.
The maximum number of participants for this course is 25. If there are more applicants than places,
participants will be selected by lottery.

Office hours are from 11 : 00 to 13 : 00 on Wednesdays. Please make an appointment in advance via
email or other means. The contact information for the lecturer will be given in class.
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This course aims to explore aspects of Japanese traditional culture to enhance the
students’understanding of the origin of modern Japanese society and the perspectives of the
Japanese people. This course is conducted in English and targets both international and Japanese
students. For inte rn ational students, it will provide opportunities to develop their understanding of
Japanese culture and to experience it. For Japanese students, it will provide opportunities to re—
discover Japanese culture

FE OB ER

1 . Students will gain fundamental knowledge of Japanese traditional culture.

2 . Students will demonstrate an understanding of Japanese traditional culture

3 . Students will effectively engage in interpersonal communication, and exchange opinions and
information

RENR - TIELERETE

This course consists of three parts : (1) lectures. (2) experience in and demonstrations of traditional
Japanese culture, and (3) reflection. Professionals from each area are invited to offer lectures on
traditional culture. This course also provides students with opportunities to experience Japanese
culture inside and outs ide the class room

1) Introduction

2) Shodo (&) / Calligraphy

3) Shinto (##3&) / Japan’s indigenous religion

4) Kimono (3#)/ Traditional clot hing

5) Nihonbuyo (H A%l )/ Japanese Classic Dancing

6) Noh (HE%Z)/ Jap anese theatrical arts

7) Noh (BEX%8)/ Jap anese theatrical arts

8) Chado (451H)/ Tea ceremony

9) Chado (%%1H)/ Tea ceremony

10) Wadaiko (Fn_K3#%) / Traditional Japanese drum

11) Preparation for group presentation

12) P resentatlon

13) Presentation

14) Presentation

15) Class wrap—up

[IMPORTANT ]

MANDATORY attendance at the first class meeting (October 2 nd) This course CANNOT accept
students who join from the second week Field trips will be scheduled on weekends

2% Topics are subject to change depending on conditions. The latest syllabus and schedule will be
updated in late August. Please check the online syllabus BEFORE you enroll in this course

AR A 7 1

Students will be assessed and graded based on the followmg

Atendance and active participation 30%

Group presentation 20%

Home work 20%

Final report 30%

Two (2) late arrivals [ more than 20 minutes late ) or early leaves equal one (1) absence

BRERLVSEE
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Group work

T DAt

References (handouts ~ are provided. when needed. You must attend the first class session.

The maximum number of participants for this course is 25. If there are more applicants than places,
participants will be selected by lottery.

Office hours are from 11 : 00 to 13 : 00 on Wednesdays. Please make an appointment in advance via
email or other means. The contact information for the lecturer will be given in class.
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Develop more proactive and positive behaviors.
Increase understanding about yourself.
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